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             15 September 2020 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Thank you for all your understanding and support in helping us to reopen the Sixth Form at Bay House. We would like to 
recognise the patience displayed by students and families in helping to overcome the inevitable challenges.  It is recognised 
that this has been an exceptionally challenging time and we would like to share our next steps which are designed to improve 
the provision for our learners.  
 

The Bay House site is one of the largest single-campus school settings in the country and making this ‘Covid-19 secure’ has 
been a significant undertaking.    
 

The public health advice we have implemented follows a PHE-endorsed ‘system of controls’, building on the hierarchy of 
protective measures that have been in use throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. These measures have been 
implemented alongside our revised risk assessments in order to create an inherently safer environment for students and 
staff where the risk of transmission is substantially reduced. 
 

The main methods we have used to reduce the potential for virus transmission are: 
 

• staggering start, finish and movement times for each year group 

• grouping Main School pupils together in ‘bubbles’ 

• avoiding contact between groups by establishing zones 

• arranging classrooms with forward-facing desks as much as possible 

• staff maintaining distance from pupils, students and colleagues as much as possible 
 
We do, however, recognise that the current model of ‘staggering’ is providing a range of challenges for families.  Following a 
trial period, we are now confident that we can reduce staggering significantly whilst using other controls to keep staff and 
learners safe.   
 

From Monday 21st September the school day will be reformatted as follows for Sixth Form students: 
 
Morning Lesson:  09:15-11:30 
Tutor Time:    11:35-11:55 
Lunch:     11:55-12:25 
Afternoon Lesson:  12:30-14:45 
 
Students must continue to enter the school site via the Stanley Park Gate but should be aware that another year group will 
be using this entrance at 09:00. We acknowledge that there will continue to be challenges during lesson changeovers and 
therefore request that students continue to wear a face covering when moving around the school site, in corridors and 
transferring between classrooms. Should students wish to continue their studies on site, the Sixth Form Study Centre will 
remain open from 08:00-18:00 each school day. 
 
Over the last week, we have worked hard to understand the needs of our school and have made informed judgments 
concerning how to balance the delivery of a full timetable of face-to-face lessons with the measures needed to manage risk. 
As a result, we feel confident to make this change. 
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Of course, we continue to be rigorous in our management of Health and Safety procedures.  In order to make the school sites 
as safe as possible we will need to ensure that there remains: 
 

• a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

• robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

• enhanced cleaning arrangements 

• active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

• formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school wherever possible 
and minimise the potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable 

 

Understandably there has been an increase in enquiries from parents seeking guidance and clarification regarding when they 
should/shouldn’t send students into college if they are feeling unwell, particularly with Covid-19 symptoms. We ask that 
students do not come into college if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or have tested positive in the last 10 
days.  We will also ensure anyone developing symptoms during the school day is sent home. These are essential actions to 
reduce the risk in schools and further drive down the transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). In addition, students should 
not attend lessons if they have been asked to self-isolate by NHS Track and Trace.  If anyone in the school becomes unwell 
with a new and persistent cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of or change in their normal sense of taste or smell 
(anosmia), they will be sent home and advised to follow the guidance set out for households with possible coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection. This states that a student should self-isolate for at least 10 days and arrange a test to see if they have 
coronavirus (COVID-19).  If they have tested positive whilst not experiencing symptoms, but develop symptoms during the 
isolation period, they should restart the 10-day isolation period from the day they develop symptoms.  Other members of 
their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had 
symptoms. 
  
Any members of staff who have helped someone with symptoms and any students who have been in close contact with them 
do not need to go home to self-isolate unless they develop symptoms themselves (in which case, they should arrange a test). 
Self-isolation should also take place if the symptomatic person subsequently tests positive or they have been requested to 
do so by NHS Test and Trace. 
 
We appreciate that this is a difficult and uncertain time for many parents, particularly with the cold and flu season 
approaching. If we are in a position to increase our provision or receive further instruction from the Department for Education 
we will provide you with a further update. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Richard Dadd 
Head of Sixth Form 
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