
Gomer Lane, Gosport, Hampshire PO12 2QP

Tel: (023) 9258 7931 https://gfmat.org

Dear Parents and Carers

As you may be aware, from September 2020, the Department for Education made Relationships and Health
Education (Primary) and Relationships, Sex Education and Health Education (Secondary) compulsory in all schools.
To ensure that we further promote the personal wellbeing and development of all students, whilst meeting new
statutory requirements, we have worked hard to integrate proposed changes in our RSE policy and curriculum
content.

Our curriculum aim is to provide students with meaningful learning experiences that will equip them with the skills
required to live healthy, safe, productive and fulfilled lives, both now and in the future. Our proposed Personal,
Social, Health and Religious Education curriculum and learning outcomes draw as relevant on the application of
skills and knowledge identified in the Department for Education guidance and legislation, while ensuring a fluid and
exciting learning journey for all.

Thanks to all parents that responded to RSE consultation during the spring term. This was a really valuable tool in
helping us to appraise the curriculum and reflect on opportunities to improve. Please find below our summary of
the points raised by parents and our response. We are sorry that it is not possible to reply to each consultation form
individually, but thank you for taking the time to help inform us moving forwards.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely

Dave Penfold Luke Adderley Chris Willis

Head of PSHRE Assistant Headteacher Executive - Personal Development & Community

Useful documents:

GFM Secondary Phase RSE Policy

GFM Parent Consultation on Relationships and Sex Education 2021 Presentation Slides

The Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education Statutory
Guidance

Understanding Relationships and Health Education in your Child’s Primary School: A Guide for
parents.

Understanding Relationships, Sex and Health Education at your Child’s Secondary School: A Guide for
parents.

Roadmap to Statutory RSE
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MuoSW5N5azQq38AijuX9voRXOEFDZH-7GkFXA92TdFo/export?format=pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bBhohoFHJ7Cngy6pOcVttThBu0E9RA_5mtMew0G236U/preview
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/908013/Relationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/908013/Relationships_Education__Relationships_and_Sex_Education__RSE__and_Health_Education.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907638/RSE_primary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907638/RSE_primary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907640/RSE_secondary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907640/RSE_secondary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf
https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/system/files/RSE%20roadmap%20FINAL.pdf


Reponses - April 21

● Sexuality was a key feature of the RSE policy Parent/Carer consultation - We talk at times about

sexuality as part of our promotion of inclusive relationships and our drive to provide greater

education, understanding and hopefully acceptance.

● The importance of sharing the difference between gender and sex was raised - In Year 11 we do a

small focus on the difference between sex and gender:

Sex - Refers to what you were born as, determined by your biological self and what reproductive

organs you have.

Gender - The World Health Organization (WHO) defines gender as: “Gender refers to the socially

constructed characteristics of women and men, such as norms, roles and relationships of and

between groups of women and men. It varies from society to society and can be changed.”

This again links to our key message of education, understanding and acceptance.

● The research task surrounding LGBT was raised - Pupils and students are not asked to research any

topics with regards to the LGBT community; this was an idea originally, but was never put into

practice - it has been removed from both the RSE policy and scheme of learning.

● Some parents felt that parents should be the ones teaching PSHRE to their children - We recognise

that all of our children come from families with a diverse range of principles and views. Our

curriculum tries to support all families with a broad understanding of a range of important issues.

● Parents raised that mental health was a really important issue - We have reviewed the curriculum to

ensure that this is repeatedly covered in every Year Group alongside the existing Tutor support.

● Parents raised that anti-bullying needs to be an important focus in school - We have applied to re-run

the Diana award Anti Bullying Ambassador Scheme and will repromote ‘who to talk to’ through our

PSHRE lessons. Bullying/ Anti-bullying is comprehensively covered through our PSHRE lessons and

through Year Teams supported by Heads of Year.

● Parents were keen that we continue to push the importance for safe and respectful relationships - We

are confident that this is fully embedded in each Year Group and is especially a main priority in Year

10. National press stories have really encouraged us to ensure that this topic is covered and

understood by all pupils and students and we have also added topics on harassment and sexual

violence more overtly.

● A parent raised a query regarding teaching of laws surrounding sex, sexuality and gender identiy - We

primarily focus our teaching around laws regarding the age of consent. We have added extra

information to our scheme of learning surrounding the Equality Act and how it protects people.

● There was a misinterpretation surrounding the ‘Planning a Party’ activity in Year 10 - The activity

supports pupils and students in identifying risks and how to keep themselves safe. The ‘no adult

supervision’ refers to the activity being undertaken by the pupils and students on their own in class.

Teachers then go through the pupils' and students’ thoughts and ideas with them, supporting the

class in making good decisions, including appropriate group sizes, locations and supervision, etc. in

order to keep themselves safe.

● A parent raised a question regarding the support of LGBTQ+ pupils within school - This is primarily

through the Year Teams in the first instance, but also through the LGBTQ+ Club which is led by a

highly experienced member of staff. The club acts to support attendees but is carefully managed to

ensure age appropriate discussion and is moderated by the teacher.

● A couple of queries were raised regarding the definitions in the Safeguarding Policies - These will be

reviewed and updated inline with the most up-to-date guidance.


